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| ANIMADVERSIONS 
| PETITION 


Delivered to the Honourable 
Hous xz of 


PARLIAMENT, 


By ſeveral ofthe Godly party 
inthe County of Salop, 


In vindication of the preſent 


Governmenc of the Common- 
wealth. the prudent Conduct of 
the Army, anc the Liberties 

of the People. 


By R. F. 


———_ 
— 


Printed inthe Year, 
1653: 


$L9PHP4LHES 
To the Supreme Au- 
cthority of this Common- 
wealth of England, The 


Honourable Count of Par- 
{ liament now ſuting, 


1 The humble Petition of ſeveral 
of the Godly party in the Coun- 


ty of Salop, 


Sheweth. 

Hat we cannot omic the ac- 
; knowledgment of all thoſe 
4 2 . 
various Providences God 


1 hath made his people in this 
[mi partakers of, in owning our 


3 


Armies , and making them both 
! formidable to, and victorious over, 
: our Enemies at Sea and Land; in 
| Naining the glory of the proud , de- 

degrading unprofitable men from 

2 thei: 
9 


their ſtations, and planting you in 
their room, whole beginnings begir 
to revive our hopes, That our Lord 
Ieſus Chriſt will yet fhave-in E 
gland men executing judgemen 
and ſpeaking the truth. Certainly 1 
you go on, we doubt not but thi: 
children that are to be born wil 
have cauſe to call you bleſſed, as thi 
repairers of our Breaches, the r 
ſtorers ot paths to dwel in , and yol 
will render your ſelves of mo 
worth and value than thouſands 
ſo that your precedency of Honou 
and Grace, will tranſcend your pre 
deceſſors; and in all probability 
God will eſtabliſh you as ſo man 
Luminaries in your ſtations, to ſhir 
more and more unto the day of or 
deliverance. In hopes whereof, 
alſo of your real inclinations t 
hearken to the defires of the me 
neſt Saint, and ot thoſe that. wil 
well to Truth & Peace, amonpſt t| 
other laroe cudeavours of other 
we bave taken the }ibercy of preſen 
ting the imall mite of ourPropd 
fals ( which we hope wi'lbe lock 


at ) amongſt the thouſand of /ſ-aet. 

I» That as God hath cruited you 
i ina ſpecial manner with the guar- 
| difigloBthe Truth and. Go'pel ; you 
willhave a ipecial eye to the propa- 
gation thereof. And becauie there 
ar many idle, ignorant, ſcandalous, & 


hy malignant Miniſters permitted, that 


endeavour” the ſubverſion thereof, 
as apears to many of the dear Saints 
of Chriſt, to the great grief of their 
ſpirit:z We humbly delire that fome 
ſpeedy courſe may be taken for the 
| ejeRion of iuch men, and the fſet- 
ling of : hoſe that are fic and faith- 
ful for ſo great a work; and thac 
thoſe may not be ſuffered as Preach- 
ers thereof, who hate to ſee it pro- 
ſper, and ſtand like the Red Dra- 
gon ready to devour the child Grace 
as {oonN 3s born. 

2. That notwithſtanding the fuf- 
ferings of many of the People, and 
the great deliverances vouchſafed 
them, yet they ſcarcely know 
them , as by the effeRts of them, in 
any encouragement they have yet 
received , more tlian the moſt noto- 
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rious and bittereſt of your Enemies : 
It is propoſed, that you will have a 
ſpecial regard to your friends abgve 
your enemies. Had the lace Ki 

prevailed , his friends bad: receive 
large rewards , as appears by his 
own Ingagements , you and yours 


threatned with total deſtruction : | 
Oh then why ſhould you not coun» 


tenance your friends as well as your 
enemies theirs? we hope you will 
not tread in the paths of your pre- 
decefſors to reward evil for good ; 
but will give the right child ro the 
right mother,and ſuffer thoſe now to 
rejoyce with you, who have former- 


ly mourned with you, and will ſtill Z 
( while you are for God ) live and | 


die with-you. 


3 Becauſe we hear many Souldi- | 
ers complain, who have ventured * 
their lives from the beginning, and * 
want imployment ſince their willing { 
ſubmiſſion co former commands of + 
Disbanding ; we humbly propoſe, : 
That a deep inſpeRion may be made | 


in your Army, for the ejection of - 3 © 
thoſe that would not be liſted for : 


you 
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you ſo ſong as they could fin] an 
Army with which to fight again(t 
you, and the number may be made 
up again by thoie who have becn 
Ou * conſtant ſriends. 

4. T hat whereas many men by 
their fawning flatteries lie at your 
doors out of tiniſter ends, to beg 'or 
places , we deſire that none may be 
admitted to any place of truſt , ei- 
ther in the Army or Common-- 


| wealth , but ſuch as are known to 


you for men of fidelity and integri- 
ty or elſe commended to you by the 
Certificate of five or fix of your 
Friends , that (o things may be car- 
ried on more by che publick ſpirit of 


Z the Saints, than the private ſpirit 


of any whatſoever. | 

Fo That whereas we hear many of 
our Nation ſaying to you, as the 
children of 7/reel ro Kehoboam, take 


/ away our burthens , take away our 


taxations; we further propoſe, That 
the burthen of Contribution may be 
laid upon thoſe who have been the 


* orand Incendiaries and Contrivers 


” 


yo 
" 


® ofthe War (we mean the Cayaliers) 
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it being unjuſt ( as we humbly con- ſþi 
ceive ) that they ſhould cut out the 


work, and we bear the burthen, they 
double the tale of Brick, and we do 
the Task : O let the right child have 
the right Mother, it will make them 
more willing to fit ſtill, 


6. That whereas many take liber- | 


ty of keeping Wakes, ſetting up 


Morice Dances, and other prophane } 


Sports , againſt which there is no 
particular Law; we humbly defire 


ſome poſitive Rules may be framed | 


for ſuppreſſiag thereof. 


7. Inregard it it generally ob=} 
ſerved , that che foul Sins of Adul« 
rery and Fornication are too fre-j 


quently unpuniſhed , more than be- 


fore the day ot our deliverance, for! 


which our Enemies reproach us, 
ſich the AQ only limits the puniſh- 
ment to the tettimony of two Wit- 
nefles ; that a mock may not be 
made of juch ioul fins, We deſire a 
way may be found , and ſome ſpe- 


cial Law*+nſticuted for the puniſb-} 


ment thercof. 


_ 8, Thatinregard of the freedom - 
given 


ven to Saints in their ſeveral 
Churches and meetings on the Lords 
y. Kay, is abuſed , ſo that Papiſts and 
other prophane perſons rake liberty 
of contemning the Sabbath , and 
publick Ord:nances, and ſpend the 
Kay vainly and idly in their houſes, 
tor elſe walking in the Fields; we 
wropoſe, I hat ſome ſpecial courſe 
may be taken of reſtraint , that the 
freedom of the Saints may not be 

Erurned to the prophanation of the 

ZLords Day. 

4 9+ Thac the Excize may be taken a- 

Eway in the oppreſſive manner of far- 

Iming ic, that poor people may not 

z be bought and fold in this Nation , 
as too frequently they are; and ſome 

zraiſe vaſt eſtates by the bargain. 

10. That the poor which dayly 
iwarm in England, both in City and 
Country, begging in the Righways, 
and at our hou'es, to the great dis- 
honour and prejudice of the Nation, 
may in ſome due way be provided 
for, and not ſuffered to wander as 

2 Yagabonds upon the face of the 

|; earth, And your Petitioners 

: ſhall pray, &Cc+ 


WD Ci [ 
-—— — ASS Ww.cjcrc. 


OE GE IR OA Nene 


4 Jo 8 ——_—_——_ eos 
on SE ee erne rats oe renee tn ern en Herne —_—_—_— I CIC ECD III WEED n= 


NW OSOBOSOD: 


. : 
| Animadverſions 
| ON THE 


PETITION; 


d@f Hcre is nothing 
F More fſpccicus 
than the name 
of Reformation , 
and nothing cis, 
than the 114; 'T 
Jelf {I mean that whici: in. + al- 
Far magnifie, and cry up to 
guch ) rhe difcaſe of mcns 
inc her than of the Time 
inds, rather than of rhe Times, 
Þntill their 7,422atroz fools 
tem into a rcal malady , 
pid never lets them recover 
? ai- 
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afterwards ; the Itch of Good 
Times, and the UWleer of Hl; 
moſt pernicious to. Kingdoms 
and Commonwecalths, as al. 
wayes Enemy to preſent Go- 
vernment : Every one wiv 
would trouble the State, raking 
ir for rhetr pretext, till gettin; 
into highett place, and looking 0] 
on things at necrer diſtance 
they ſec the Impoſſibility of Rc- 
torming them z wizen caſting a- 
way all care and hope of it, thc 


next take up that pretext whict | 


they have quitted , and with as 
great privat heat, "and as lit) 


tor rhe publique g00d, neves 


leave purting for ir, till rhe 


have obtain'd the others placey 


whence it confcquently follow: 

that but open this Gate once © 
Reformation ( which their ſho 
ving and juſtling never ſuffers td 


cloſe again ) and you Introducd 


by ir, nothing but diſorder an 


CO!] 
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(3) 
confuſion, Igrant you yet, it 
tath done great thirgs in the 
World , but undone greatcr ; 
and {crc good, but far more 
harm and miſct ict ; theſe bu- 
fie Retormers ſeeing ſomewhat 
or other which they would a- 
mcnd, but not a hundred others 
which they marr in mendang it ; 
wkence the Wiſc,when they {ce 
things amiſſe,meature their En- 
ecrpriſes by the poſſibility, and 
utility of amenuing them , 
which when they find wanting, 
they pity the Condition of poor 
Humanity, that hath nothing fo 
ablolutcly good, as to be whol- 


3 ly cxempt trom /ault and Lame, 


rather than vex and torment her 
tor it, by tampering 10 long to 
mend it, tull they marr 1t quite. 
Ot which over-buſie. {ally the 
Engliſh Nation in particular are 
Tax'd; it having pa't, almoſt 
into Proverb, That your __ 

1 - 
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liſh-man never knows when 
things arc well. 

And ſuch K&-formers as theſe 

they were,who 1 *ely repreſen- 
ted this Petition u: to the Hore- 
rable Houle of Parliament, under 
the name of the County of $S4- 
bop, though their reſiriftion ro 
ſeteral of the Godly parry there, 
ſufficiently acquirs the County, 
and declares them to be ſuch as 
one pleaſantly de{cribes, 

A (ort of but-headed, half-witted 
Fellows,who 12 the wehemency of thery 
zeal have more barm'd and miſ- 
c<hiev'd Chriſtian Religion , tha 
Turk, Jew , or Infidel ever dtd , 
and have more tex!s of ' Scripture 
for it too, than the other out of the 
Talmude, or Alcoran; who hate 
ſound cut a new way under the name 
of the Lord, to aboliſh the memory of 
Jetus Chriſt, and of that of God- | 
linefle, a! - rH betng the 
worſt ſert of Aſfeftation , affetlins 
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mothing but what us contrary and a- 
Terſe to all good manners, and edu- 
cation. Who are more familiar mith 
the Lord, thaz to ſtand upen Cere- 
monies wth him, and approach him 
with far leſſe Reverence than a 
Scrving-man does his Maſter, or 
a Clown bs Landlord : ſo hatiz2 
the aame of Gentleman , as they 


| cann't indure God ſhould beſerc”d 
.* like one, and ſo athorring the name 


of Church , as they wage war with 
the Tery ſtores of it ( like cowardly 
Currs, who tte the flozes, when they 
cannot harin the perſons ) confourn- 


ding by it all things, ſacred, and 


; profane : Mean time, any place 


ſertes them to Preach in, as any 
place, 1ndeed,, 1s good enou'h (or 


but Sedition, azd Intatuation : {s 
45 whilſt others people Heaven with 


'" 7 Preaching, who teach nothing 


their Preaching, theſe people Bed- 


lam. Mean nhile they wave the 
Evangeliſts, ad fize to the explica- 
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P (6) 
tzoz of the Prophets, the Leiter 19 
bigetherr Ignorance, ( {inice they all 
are alnoji Ig.orant alike ) like him, 
who mbez: be could 5.t run, Tap 
4ed an excellent Fogiman to Mich 
niihizm, Mew 1dul;ciit only tl 
ter are Fices, ut mt. 71gid tal 
th of other mernyabo cal! themſelc | 
pure, likebim, ato 611% all ot 
aejled, brag 'd, He bai newer af 
ſpe: 6z bum, aud tha;k1z; God 
x7: tbe Phariſce, fir ;.0t ter like) 
other mes © it bezng the trucjt war 
they ecer aid 1a their ices; for 
they are warſe thai they. | 

And now ler us ice whethe 
this CharaQer firs not our Peri4 7 
tioners, as well as it it had Gcen li 
made tor them, by conferringy ©! 
their Peizrzors with thelc Amu- f 
matluerſions Of Ours. 6 

And firit, to lay. nothing of 
thcir Preface, nor their Goodly! h 
file, all fuff'd and. iaterlarded] c 
with Scripture phraic, 2 ne P 

let 


(7) | - 

Iefly alleg'd, as I will not ſay. 
their reading of the Scripture 
ſeems to make them mad, bur 
certainly this I dare afhrm, that 
thoſe who read it lefle,write far 
better, and more ienfc than 
they, and would never have aid 
the paths to dwell in, ( as they do) 
but rather.the-paths to walk 71:,ac- 
cording: to the more proper me- 
taphore.; ſo abuſing every where 
the Scripture ftile ,. as Piſtols 
phraſe in the play, He hears with 
ears, would no more ſcemto Sr 
Hugh fuperfluous, and abſurd - 
But they are thoſe dear Sarxts of 
Jeſw Chriſt. ( as they ſpeak 
of ) and therefore have the 
liberty of profaning the Scrip- 
; ture on cvery occaſion ; but 
| for their ſaz#/ty, believe 1t 
who liſts tor me, for my part, 
I believe none to be lefle Sazzts, 
*3 than thoſe who call rhemiclves 
| fo the moſt; and give me the 
dead, 


(3) 

deal, and take the [:t:7g he that 
will :; ſo ir ſhall alwayes be in 
my Letarte,to deliver me from 
the Dert!l in an Azgels ſhape , 
and I'll deliver my ſelf from the 
Dewil mn his own ſhape well e- 

nough. - 
Bur let us come to their Peti- 
tions, and in rhe firſt four we 
ſhall oblcrve a vehement defire 


they have, That none bur they 


ſhould be admitted to the 
charge of the Miſtry , of the 
Command of the Army, of the 


Government of the Common- + 


wealth, and finally, to the diftri- 
bution of all other Preferments 
and Rewards ; they ſeeming 


much rroubled rhar they are | 
not conterr'd upon them: and 


croubled {till may they be, ra- 
ther than we ſhould ever be 
troubled with them. By which, 
we may perceive them to be 


, 
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tome ditcarded party, caſheer'd þ 
irom! 
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9) 
from the Army for their cowar- 
dice, and want of ditcipline ; 
ſome rejected, and. excluded 
from the Government of the 
Commonwealth,tor their want 
of Taleat , and non-ſufficiency x 
and finally , fome rctuſe ftuft , 
and out-caits of the Miniſtry , 
for their turbulency, and 0a-con- 
formity ; people of no parts,nor 
merit atall; elſe 't were to tax 
the State, and the wildom , and 
prudent Conduct of the Gezeral 
and Officers, for not admitting 
them to Charge and Imploy- 
ment, Suchraſh and ſtup:d fel- 
lows, and fuch Poltrozs and Cow- 
ards withall, as, ſhould I grte 
the right child to the 119ht mother, 
which they urge more than 
once,.T could ſhew how they 
never yet had the management 
of affairs,bur that they broughr 
them to ruine $ deſtrufioz; nor 
ever fought, bur either they 
{2 Bz wWcre 
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were beaten, Or 7an-away; Which 
being ſo, far be it from the 
Commonwealth to have ſuch 
to rctorm and govern it , who 
arc hardly fit to govern a Cob- 
blers, or a Botchers ſhop; and 
far be the Omen from our eter- 
w1ttoriouw and conquering Army , 
to have ſuch as theſe mens For- 
tunes joyn'd with theirs , or to 
be mix'd with thoſe, who de- 
ſcrve not to be named the ſame 
day a brave ſpirit, and valiant 
man is mentioned : No, te the 
Commonwealth , and flouriſh the 
Army till, and it ſhall never 
ſhame nor repent us of our 
change of Government, ſo long 
as ſuch as theſe come not to go- 
vern it, Men of fo narrow, & fo 
IZgnoble minds, as nothing great 
and generous ever entred into 
their breſts; for ſo 'twould be a 


degree below ſervitude,nothing_ 


making ſervitnde more intole- 
rable 
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(11) 
rable, than the Ignobility of the 
Maſtcrzand thoſe who can fuffer 
{uch as theſe to command over 
them, de{crve worſe, And tor 


; the Government of the Church, 
: wehaddonenothing, (or rather 


op 


[2 
þ 


r00 MmMuch_) to have ſhaken. off 
the yoak of Kome, and Lambeth, 
ro ſubmit our necks at laſt ro the 


: Kirs Government of a fort of 
' Banbury-men, of Jobn of Leydei:s 
; and Kwpperdollizgs, who would 
' govern us juſt as they did the 


Town of Muzxſter, till with their | 
finc - ſpirit, and Revelations, 
they had brought all to conftu- 
ſion and deſtrution, as they 
did there, and tyrannize over us 


; a hundred times worſe than the 
| others did : who, ſince they urge 


£ 
s 
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their merit , (leſt we ſhould 


! ſeem to grant them nothing) ler 


; us accord them this, that they 
+ | were the firſt Authors of the 
| change of Government, tis true, 


B3 bur 


(12) 
bur not of this, nor that, they 
being ever Encmies of the pre- 
{ent Government, and as they 
were formerly of the K:ngdom, 
{o will they be now of the Com- 
moapeal:hanlefle rhey may have | 
the Goteramext of it themſielves, | 
as they ſufficiently declare by | 
that exception, and clauſe of | 
theirs, ( in the endof their ſc-| 
cond petition ) Thar whilſt they! 
are for God, (that is, for them, ac-| 
cording ro their own Intcrpre- | 
ration) they well [tLe and dye with| 
them, (and nor otherwilc;) a re-| 
reſtriction, Which had it iſſued} 
from the pen of any Pap!ſt, or} 
Proteſtazt , they had becn pre-} 
ſently exclaim'd againſt, for} 
AMalrgnants, Seditio'n, and Trai-} 
tors to the Commonwealth: but 
theſe men are the dear Sarnts of * 
Chriſt, and may ſay and do any | 
thing. 
To conclude then with them, 
; before 


(13) 

before we pals to: their other 
Petitioz$,We may an{wer them in 
urging of their merits,asPh/l;pof 
Macedoe did a certain treache- 
rous Commander of a place,re- 
proaching his beholdingneſs un- 
ro him for delivering of it up, 
That if he had not betray d it he had 
aot ſo [con been ſo of tr ; *tis 
true, bur that imade him rather 
fear, than reward, him tor his 
Treachery. 

To procced then, aitcr, in the 
end of their 4th Petition, thcy 
inſinuate their defare, That 70-4 
ſhould be aduazc'd to any place of 
T7u/t, cither 1 the Army,0Or Com- 
monwealth,bur ſuch as ſhould be re- 
commended by the Certificat of ſome 
fie or un of them,chat lo thin; 5(as 
they ſay )may be carryed oz mare by 
the publzque ſpirit of the Sunts,than 
the privat ſpirit of any whatſoeter ; 
(bold words, and-glancing ar 
thoſe in Authority, and in dero- 
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gation of all bcſides but them-. 


telves.) 
This publick ſpirirw® they like 
{o much in their Saints,they ap- 
prove not {o much in their wo- 
men (as it ſeems) wien in their 
7th they urge the Amendment 
of the AF of Aduliery;& wherc- 


as the former had gonc as far as 


they could in Law before, to 
hang thcm up, on the Teſtimo- 
ny of to Witneſſes, theſe would 
go farthcr yet, and hang them 
up, without any w:teſſe at all; 
and then what a ſhower of Halters 
ſhould we have rating. down 
upon our heads, when our very 
Sexes ſhould be our crimes, 
which, but with our beings, we 
could nor depart withall > 


And whither with thisſerericy 


of rheirs, woyld they drive this 
Vice at laſt, but more and mere 
inwards {till> as Dzogenes wittil 
ſaid of that Young man, who i. 
+ - = ſuing 


(15) | 
fuing from one of thoſe lewd 
places, and ſeeing him, ran in a- 
pain, not to be ſeen by him, 
which he perceiving,call'd after 
him, and ſaid, Thar the more 
he ſought 'to hide his lewd- 
nefle, he bur: entred the further 
into it,ahd ingulphed & plung'd 
ſelf mto it the more. So we 
may ſay , theſe would inforce 
men to do, by the ſeterity of the 
Laws they would enaQt, &c. For 
( I ſpcak it not ro patronage 
Vice, but to plead the cauſe of 


Virtuc, ) they have look'd as 
arrowly to this Yice already , 
as modeſtly they can, and to 
ook nearer to theſe {ſecret fins, 

ould but make them indeavor 
11l ro ſin more ſecretly, Re- 
'raznt but more irritating Vice, 
xs we ice in thole Countries 
here they truſt more to 7e- 
rarnt and cautel, than to pee- 


 Ples horefties ; it being more the 
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£16) 
conſcience than cautiouſneſf, can 
keep them honeſt : and to take 
off the bridle from mens co-ſci- 
exces, and afterwards cxpcd to 
conſtrain them to be Txrtuons, is 
juſt like him, who ſhould rake 
the Eridle off his Horſc, and at- 
rerwards by ſwitchizg cxpedt to 
manage hun as he pleaſed. 
Beſides, the ſetting fo high a 
rate on the fortciturc, but in- 
dcars and renders Vice more 
precious and juſt as we fce in 
Gaming, makes toul play law- 
full, by {ctting a Tax and penal- 


ty on their not playing fair;they| 
ſceming by that manner of pro-| 


cceding, not ſo much to puniſh 
the Act, as the being taken in it; 
whence con{cquently, men ſtudy 
more- to avoid the bcinz taken 
m1 it, than the A& it ſclf. 

In the fifth, theſe lovers © 
Juſtice and Rightconſneſle pro 
polc, to have all the burthen © 
| Taxcs 


(17) 
Taxes and Contribution lay- 
ed on the Cavalzers, againſt 
the Publique Faith given them 
in thcir ſeveral Articles and A- 
greements , which Fauh theſe 
icem to care as little for,as they 
do for Good works ; whence we 
ſec, that had thele men the ma- 
nagement of Afeaires, they 
would ſoon throw their Juftece 
and Temperaxce after their Pru- 
dence and Fortitude , hating all 
Cardinal tirtues , ever ſince they 
underſtood rhey belonged unro 
the Pope; never confidcring how 
dearly alrcady they have payed 
for their zew-ſtyjÞd offence , by 
the Scqueſtration of their whole 
Eſtates, or being MulQted in the | 
| nanpws part of them, of which 

they are not in preſent poſlcfſh- 
on, but by dearly buying them 
again; yct would theſe moſt e- 
qual Juflicers have them more 
taxt than otherswho enjoy their 
Eſtares intire, And 


(13) 

And mark what a wiſe Rea- 
ſon they give you for it; For fo 
( ſay they ) 1t will make them the 
more willing to fit Hil; to riſe ra- 
ther they ſhould ſay, asmoſk 
commonly does any man of ſpi- 
rit, when he finds himſelf roo 
much oppreſl'd ; none beſides 
being 4:22 ro do that, which 
he is forc'd unto. Theſe men 
who counſel and per{wade this, 
(like thoſe , who after a body 
has bcen once ſick , will never 
ſuffer it to recover health again) 
never conſidering, That a Com- 
moarealth founded on the z2jury 
and oppreſs:07s of others, is only 


built. for r4uzze and deſtru#ion ; | 


Thagpemng S, cruelty, and ſeveri- 
ty, is for Slates,but for Free-born 
men,geatlenes 8 debonarrity, That 
there rhe Government 1s ever 
moſt aſſured,where men govern 


ſo, as ir may be expedient for | 


all Good men the preſent State 
192 ſhould 


(19) 

ſhould continue, and thoſe who 
govern otherwiſc, may be ſafe , 
but never ſecure ; and, Thar fi- 
nally nothing bettcr declares 
the wholeſom conſtitution of a 
Commonwealth, than a cheer- 
ful and {ſmiling - countenance , 
with no diſcontent ſadding its 
brow : a ſad and groaningState 
being never long-lived, fince as 
the Poct ſayes., Non Tttere, ſed 
bene Talere tita eft, that thar 
which we call Life, confifts nor 
ſo much in living, as in living 
well. 

For which conſideration,thoſe 


who formerly had the ordering 
of the Commonwealth, after 
they had ſufficiently Mul&ed 
he Cavalzers for that, which on- 
y the fottune of the ſide tcems 
o have made a crime, and an 
ferce, widely admirted them by 
livers Treaties to Compoſition, 
nd laſtly, by the A# of Obltiton, 
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tothe common Freedom and 
Liberty with the reſt, which 
now to infringe, were no lefle 
diſhonourable than dangerous. 

But in the Sth, fheir main 
Combar is againſt the Paprſt, 
who is alwaycs the Giant theſe 
doughty Sir Laxcelots an Doz 
Qurxllts muſt overcome, and 
like old Ca/zazax ( in the Play ) 
beat aver and over , when any 
elſe hath offended them, whom 
they dare not meddle with. 
The poor Papiſt by perpetual 
ill uſage having been ſo cow'd 
and cowarded,as helies quaking 


and trembling, and dares do no- 


thing, but pray that no body 
may mokeft him, he accounting 
it obligation to thoſe who but 
ftrike hum only, when they have 
power to kill. He 1s the Dogg 
that's always beaten in the Lr- 


o0zs pretence; and be the fault 


whoſe it will, he 1s {ure to un- 
dergc 


(21) 
dergo the blame and puniſh» 
_ z ſo, as if Porſerition be” 
not the nigheſt way to Heater, 
certainly he goes the fartheſt 
way aboutz Their Adverfaries 


| (fuchas theſe Peritioners ) al- 


ways crying out againft them, 
like cunning Thieves, who joyn 
with -the Hub-bub, and follow 
True men With Hue and Cry, the 
better to eſcape themſelves, 
And truly I do not know why 


-| all your new ſale-made Religions 


(though differing among them- 
ſelves ) ſhould joyn fo unaz:- 
mouſly., and withio great Ar1- 


| moſt FY, againſt the Papiſt, ualeſie 


perhaps , for fcar they ſhould 
marr their Market ; juft like 
that bungling Painter, who ha- 
ving painted a Cock moſt mon- 
ftrouſly ill, ſer his Boy to keep 


-| away all Cocks from about his 
| ſhop, for fear, leſt in compar!- 


1 on with. chem, the detormiry 


© 


(22) 


of his work ſhould more mani- 


feſtly appear; they advantaging| 


the Papz;t the whilkt by making 
peogye imagine, that there 1s 
ſomwaar extraordinary in their 
Religion, rendring ut incompari- 
ble with all other Seas; and 
make this dilemma, that either 
all Reb-27045 protcſſing Chriſt are 
true, or but only one; 1t all, why 
not the Papiſt amongſt the reſt > 
if but one, way are not thereſt 
as much perſccuted as he > And 


here I cann't omit a pleſant ſay-| 


ing of X. James, That the Pap:ſt 
.. was his hoſt Aſs, on whom he 
might impoſe what burthen and 
load he pleaſed, and hee'd grunt 
and grunt, but patiently bear it 
ſtill;wheras the Puritan was like 
a skittiſh Jadc, which kicks and 
winces at the leaſt load laid on 
him, crying our before he was 
hurt, to keep off danger ſtill far 
enough from him , which Ky 
'S Eine 
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*tiſhneſſe of his: hath render'd 


-chim ſo refty and pampered, as 


none dare hazard the breaking 
and backing him, bur only the 
Army, (to whom nothing 1s dit- 
ficult, and tmpoſhble)the enter- 
Prizing of taming which wild 
and head-ſtrong Burephals, to 
their perpetual fame and fe!rcety, 
like another Alexazder,1ceming 
only ro be relerv'd ro them. 
Mean while, wholoever out of 
theſe unworthy timid reſpects, 


does tolerate them, ſhall find,as 


7s Kragshavedone, by dear 
xperimenrtat.laſt,that they are 
in: K:zedons and Commonnrealths, 
juſt like your Hedge-hoggsbrood, 
which when the Damn finds 
prickly in her wornb, ſheſhrinks 
up,and dares notinforce her elf 
to be delivered of ir, till deter- 
TIng it trom day to day,they be- 
com to grievous and intolerable 
at laſtasthey cannot be delive- 
Ef C red 


/ 
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red of them,bur with their lives 
and all. And here comes well ro 
purpoſe ( ro the Army and the 
Commonwealth, into whoſe num- 
ber theſe would fo fain infinuar 
rhcmſelves) the Fable of the 
Hare and Hedge-hogg, who in a 
cold winters night came to the 
torm or muſet of the Hare, defi- 
ring to ſhelter there againſt the 
rigor of the ſeaſon,to whom the 
Hare at firſt anſwered wiſely, 
that her form was bur ſtrait and 
narrow , and he fo prickly, as 
without her much Incommodi- 
ty ſhe could not admit, nor har- 
bour him ; when he craftily re- 
plyed, Thar for his prickles, as he 
could briſtle them up againſt an 
Enemy, ſo for a Friend he could 
couch them {ſo <cloſe unto his 
back, as they ſhould feel them 
no more, than as it they were 
down or feathers; which the Hare 
{umply believing, admitted him 

| into 


(25) 

into her form, where he was no 
{ooner come, but he began to 
briftle,& ſo gor'd the poor Hare, 
as ſhe cried out for pain, when 
the Hedze-hogg gave it only this 
comfort and aniwer, for all its 
hoſpitality , That theſe who found 
themſelves agrieued, might quit the 
place: and here I leave ro each 
one the Application, to come to 
the examining what grievous 
crime they charge the Papr(t 
with, as 'tis moſt commonly no 
leſs than the Invaſion of the 
Land, or the blowing up the 
Thames, XC. to the deſtruction 
both of fiſh and fleſh, 

For that Papiſis,&c. (ſay they) 
take liberty of contemning the Sab- 
bath,and publique Ordinances, and 
ſpend the day Tainly and 1dlely in 
their houſes , or elſe walking 1x the 
fields,we propoſc That ſome ſpecral 
courſe may be taken of reſtratnt,&c. 
And what unreaſonable people 

C2 are 


| ' (26) 

are theſe, that will not permit 
them to £0 to Clurch,nor tarry 
at home, to remain in their hou- 
{cs, nor tO walk abroad in the 
ficids> what tiicy would have 
of them elle, | do not know, un- 
lets tizey would intorce them to 
work on the Sathath da;z8 more 
unreaſonable would they be yer, 
to ſeek to enforce thiem to £O to 
otter Churches beſides their 
own, It they think they beſo 
idle ac tome,whydo they tearch 
the:r houtc+ 10 oft to find them 
ar M.ifs2and what reſtraint they 
w:cns, I do not ice, unlefle they 
mean to peuzd them, when they 
catch them in tne fields. In 
finc, their condition is lamenta- 
ble the whilſt they will not per- 
mir them the liberty of their 
own houles, nor {o much as the 
benefit of common air ; But of 

this enough. 
The next whom they fall foul 
upon 


( (37) ; 
upon (in the 6th) are your Wakes 

and AMoris-dances, meaning quite 
to overthrow . the Hobby-horſe, 
horſe and man, holding him lit. 
le better than the beaſt, and mard 
Marian the whore of Babylop. 
Mean time,what harm the poor 
Moris-dancers do unto themyT do 
not fcc, but only that the melan- 
chsly Devil which poſlcfles them 
is enemy of all mirth and harm- 
lefle Recreation, which makes 
the poor fouls in fighing, wiſh 
for the merry detil of Edwionton a- 
gain, and the days of Puck, and 
Ret11;-goodfel ow, as I doubt not 
bur cheir wiidoms who govern 
thceCommonwealth wil ſhortly 
grant them u'm, & reſtore them 
their former ſports again,which 
as they curing the Time of our 
late Calamites did prudently 
debar them of, ( when, indeed, 


all mirth had becn uaſeaſona- 


ble) {o that time once over, the 
G2 will 


(28) 
will ſuffer them,no doubt,to re- 
turn unto them again, and con- 
ſider that as rhe Poct ſaid, Paxe 
& C rreenſe, g1ve them bur ſports 
and bread enough,and you may 
rule them ar pleaſure : whereas, 
rake from them bur thoſe out- 
ward amyſements of their minds, 
and you but convert their 
thoughts inwards, to meditate 
on nothing but their grievances, 
and diſcontent ; for which Rea- 
ſon, pcrhaps theſe men would 
prohibit, and abridge them of 
them, that ſo they might only 


ſtudy miſchict, like themſelves. 


Mean time, ſuch as theſe would 
make rare Governors of thcCom- 
mozwealth , who, whilſt they 
ſhould be making Aas,tor the 0- 
vercomings of our Enemies a- 
broad and rendring us formida- 
ble to all the world , would be 
making As againtt Moris-daz- 

cers, and Hobhy-borſes, to. render 
* us 


m_ 
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usTidiculous unto every one. 
And thus much may ſuffice to 
ſhew the malice and ftoppery of 
their Petition,which I know wil 
fret. and vex; them to the v 
hearts ( & much good do't their 
good hearts with ir.) toſce the 
ſecrets of their Cabal dilcovered, 
and*their deſigns laid open, ſo 
pernicious to the preſent Go- 
vernment of the Commonzealth, 
It being the Relzgz0z of the com- 
moz: fry, and ſuch brown-bread 
ſpirits of the ſame barch with 
em, they making; the Rabble 


es.. |their'only Rebbzns, and inviting 


them to lberty,which in effe& 1s 
nothing elſe, bu licentiouſnes,and 
Shrotet:de-Ryot, fuch having no- 
thisg to loſe, being ſure ro gain 
by each m— and mutation : 


. [The more deſerving the AMagr- 
ſtrates care and coertion, the more | 


numerous, and jndigent they ar. 
Mean tume, 't ſhall never repeat 
me 
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